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Councillors Stuart Allen, Anita Forde, Richard Longstaff and Kay Mitchell,
Green Party Group = Southend City Council
By ermail

18" October 2026

Dear Southend Green Party Coundcillors,

| am writing to express my concern regarding the motion entithed "Zlonksm Is Racism’ passed
at the Green Party's national conference recently. | was also disappointed to see your
leader Zack Polanski refused to distance himself from the motion on the Laura Kuenssberg
show on BBC One this morning.

The motion ralses serious questions about how the Green Party understands Zionism,
antisemitism and the right of lJewish people to national self-determination, | am concerned
that the motion risks conflating Zionism, which encompasses a range of beliefs about Jewish
self-determination and the existence of a Jewish homeland, with racism as a whaole. It is
important that legitimate criticism of the Israeli government and its policies Is clearty
distinguished from generalisations about Jewish peaple or the denial of rights afforded to
other national groups.

Antisemitism remains a serious and persistent problem in our sodiety. lewish communities
including those here in Southend and Leigh must be able to participate fully in public life
without fear that their identity, beliefs or connection to lsrael will be used to question their
legitimacy or belonging. Political parties have a particular responsibility to ensure that their
language and policies do not contribute to hostility towards Jewish people or undermine
their sense of security.

There i, of course, ample room for robust debate about the actions of the Israeli
povernment, the rights of Palestinians and the future of the region. Supporting Palestinian
rights and opposing discrimination are entirely compatible with recognising the diversity of
Jewish opinien and respecting the right of Jewish people to self-determination.
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I believe that Southend and Leigh offer a diverse, multicultural and cohesive community and
I will abwrays work to ensure that acceptance continues. | also believe that we as local
cammunity leaders have worked well together in the past.

However, in light of these concerns, | would welcome a clear statement from Southend
Green Party on your position or If this position |5 not united then a clear statement on your
individual stance.

Do you agres with the “Zionism Is Racism’ motion passed at your national conference, and
do you stand by its wording and implications? Alternatively, do you believe the motion
was misguided or expressed in a way that risks conflating Zionism with racism, and wish to
distance yourselves from it?

| would be grateful if you could clarify whether this motion reflects the position of the
Southend Green Party and how you intend to address the concerns it has raised,
particularly among members of the Jewish community and those who are rightly
concernaed about the rise of antisemitism.

I balieve that political partées should be willing to engage openly and constructively with
these qu:1-'|:inn:.-.l|.1:|e:|r nesponse would help |:|-|:m|:||1=!r:|.'l:e1|n:|-|.|r commitment o tackling
antisemitism, defending equal rights and fostering an inclusive palitical environment for all
communities,

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

David Burton-Sampason
Member of Parliament for Southend West and Leigh
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Dear David,
Thank you for your letter.

The Green Pany is & grassiroots moverment that welcormes people of all faiths and none, We are
prowd to be the only majer UK polittcal party led by a Jewish leader, Zack Polanskd, and remain
committed to creating a society rooted In compassion, equality and respect for human rights.

AL the heart of the motion passed at our recent conference 5 a commitment to human rights,
equality, justice and self-determénation, These are principles that have long guided the Green
Farty, and which we believe must underpin any lasting peace for sraelis and Palestinians.

While there are differing opintons on the final wording of the mation, it was passed demacratically
by party members and reflects a wider debate about how best to uphold international law and
respond to the suffering of Palestinkans, We believe it is important to have open and honest
comversations about these Ksues, recognising that criticism of the lsraeli Government and it
policies is not antisemitism, Egually, we recognise that discussions about Zionism can carry
different meanings and deeply personal significance and should be approached with care and
sensitivity. As with other party policies, the mation remains subject to the pary’s democratic
processes, including opportundies for fulure review and amendment in 2028
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W recagnise that the motion has prompted concern among soeme local residents, we take those
cangerns incredibly seriously and encourage them to get in touch with us. Jewlsh residents, |ike
everyant in Southend, must foel safe, respeciod and able to participate fully in community life,
We stand unequivocally againit antisemitism, blamophobia and all forms of ratism and
discrimination.

As Southend Green Councillprs, we support a peaceful, long-term selution, shaped by the people
affected, that guarantees Israelis and Palestinians equad rights, security and self-determination.
We recognise the profound challenges to achieving this, including continued ocoupation,
settlement expansion, displacement and wiolathons of international law. Lasting pesce requines
stcountability, mearinglul dialogue and 3 commitment 1o protecting the rights and digaity of all

people.

A bacal Councallods, cur responsibility is 1o represent and SUpport everyons in our community. We
stand alengside Southend's Jewish, Christian and Muslim communithes, and all those affected by
thie fear, grief and distress arising from events in the Middle East, We believe that people should
be able to express thelr views, challenge injustice and engage In difficult conversations without
fear of hatred, intimidation or discrimination.

We call on the Labour Government 1o use its influence to help bring an and to the viclence,
protect civillans, uphold international law and support a just and lasting peace in which sraelis
and Palestinians can live safely, freely and with their fundamental rights protected.

Abowe all, cur commitment is to a future built on peace, equality and human dignity; both
internationally and here in Southend.

¥ours sincerely,

Clr Kay Mitchell, Spakewpenion, Chalkwell Ward Couniller

Clir Richard Longstalf, Deputy Spokeipecian, Ledgh Ward Courgillos
Clr Ansila Foede, Leigh Wasd Councillar

Clr Stuart Allen, Leigh ‘Ward Cowncillor



