
The Life and Times of Elijah the 

prophet (1Kings 17 – 2 Kings 2)

Week 1: Elijah announces himself and spends three
years in hidden obscurity, while there is drought

Week 2: Elijah contests with the prophets of BaalWeek 2: Elijah contests with the prophets of Baal
and is victorious and then flees for his life

Week 3: Elijah encounters God who speaks to him
in a still small voice and is given further orders

Today’s reading: 1Kings 16: 29 – 1Kings 17: 9



Setting the scene

•A divided kingdom (Israel and Judah)

•A succession of wicked kings

•Ahab was particularly bad

•God speaks through his prophets•God speaks through his prophets

•Elijah one of a long succession

•Prophets so different in character

•Elijah a mighty man of faith yet flawed

•Privilege and dangers of being a prophet









Elijah referred to elsewhere

And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the
Lord God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of
Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 2Chronicles 21:12

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord. Malachi 4:5

And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.
Matthew 17:3

But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but
did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at
their hands. Matthew 17:12

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. James 5:17



Elijah announces himself

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the 

inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the 

LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, 

there shall not be dew nor rain these years, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, 

but according to my word. 1 Kings 17:1

… and then goes into exile …





Two episodes to consider

�Elijah stays at Cherith and is fed by ravens

�Elijah stays with the widow and her son�Elijah stays with the widow and her son





Elijah at Cherith



Elijah and the widow


